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As autumn drew to a close and winter approached, we all looked at the river and asked; 

Emu Falls, late April Bells Rapid, late April

Where’s the water!

The first rains fell, and the river slowly started to flow. We all started preparing for a
what could be a really low river level.   More water fell and the race chatter started to
grow.  How low will this year be?  Could it be worse than 2010? 

Yagons Bridge, May Bells Rapids, June 

August arrived and with the time trials looming the river was flowing, but at a level that
would make it a really difficult and technical race.   A couple more showers before time
trial and we had a nice river to race.   Early Saturday we all made our way to Bells for
scrutineering and time trials.  Sunday we were off to Northam for practice day.  Both
days had perfect weather and left everyone eager for the race the following weekend.  

Northam Weir, August



With such high water, only a few boats needed repairs Saturday
meaning the party got started early and went on into the night. Big
thanks to Wade at Morehome Construction for the Band and pizzas, a
much-loved addition to the evening's entertainment. 

Graeme Pilmoor  

At Bayswater the first boat to arrive (with a splash) was 007 M2 Technology, Michael
Prosser and Justin Green taking just 1 hour 11 minutes and 40 seconds to complete
day two, given them a total time of 1 hour 59 minutes and 19 seconds. Beating KP’s
2022 record time by just 10 seconds and averaging 62.4 km/h for the race a record
that will be hard to beat.   However, the big surprise for the day was 141 Matt and Jack
who lost who they were chasing and just sent it all the way to 6th place overall a great
achievement for a standard class boat. Overall, a fantastic weekend for all, big thanks
to

RACE DAY - Saturday morning we woke to a whole new river with the water level rising
dramatically overnight. Everyone slowly made their way to Northam for the start of
day    

Wednesday night the heavens
opened up and covered the
wheatbelt in lots of water.  Leaving
everyone wondering, wow, how high
will she go? 

day one but everything was on hold while we waited
for the fog to lift.  After an extra one-hour fog delay
the race was underway with the first grid departing
Northam at 0900.  With the high water flowing the
day was over fast with the two Matts in boat 100
arriving at Cobblers Pool only 47 minutes later. 

Sunday began with a few early showers but cleared to give us a perfect
afternoon for racing. With the water thumping through the valley, it
was set to be a fast one.  The start from Cobblers went smooth but the
river took its first victims quickly with 296 getting pulled out at
Posselts Ford. The valley took 5 more boats out of the race before the
day was over allowing 26 boats to make it safely to Bayswater.

to all the wives, husbands, mums, dads, and everyone else
who help us have such a great time on the water.  Thanks to
NADA the ADSU and thank you to all the event partners &
sponsors.



POWER 

Avon Decent 2024 all wrapped up. Huge thanks to my
teammate @sam_hodgkinson7 for not killing me and getting
us down the river safely and to our support crew. We would
not have been able to do it without you guys.

From a great day for testing the new rig to a bad
day in the trees. That’s Dinghy Racing. Massive
shout out to the boys that stopped. Your race
to help us out and dislodge the boat from the
tree along with everything else you did, you
guys deserve an award such a selfless act -
truly grateful.  Ratle G Pilmoor absolute legend.
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 218 UNIQUIP Racing

Thats a wrap! Avon Descent 2024 was a blast. 2nd place again for the team after we well and truly got
outgunned by the champions in boat 007, Michael Prosser and Justin Green. Congrats to them as
well for bettering our race record by 10 seconds. Massive thanks to our amazing support crew and
girlfriend, Rebecca Smith and kids, Mum and Dad and the rest of the 190 gang, we couldn't do it
without you. 

KP and Ronny

Louis Riboni

                     Also, a huge thanks to our sponsors; Rottnest Express, Fair
Dinkum Builds Avon Valley, Go Graphics, and to all the legends at the
Power Dinghy Racing Club Inc. What a crew.   Let’s go for 2025.

51 years of Avon Descent: this year's stories as told by all.

https://www.facebook.com/avondescent?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/michael.prosser.33?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/justin.green.71465?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/beccsmith?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/rottnestexpress?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/FairDinkumBuildsAvonValley?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/FairDinkumBuildsAvonValley?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/gographicssignage?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/321026101328598/?__cft__[0]=AZW2T_3cnuEpIceWHYzS73tF8RndhPH1W4WYbj9hoXUrhjC6jkwvG1liBzP7sfn9zrmO1QkizwFb6LsEOkfYtmQpxJ-mfK1Nm2v9D21H1EAh_TUAfyh42VQrOphhINofQbIPe6Ty3UnT6exObfiHP7PlDLryTQjM40zSvlyyr3FXpZlyyGCGwUlz_BF43Zg6vABc-v07Ost-6nObtWjRgq8_&__tn__=-UK-R


Great Sales Saturday, lots of
coffees on Sunday too. Overall a

fantastic weekend - I even managed
to do some racing too! 

Roland - Cafeinate your world 

25 years of Avon Descent for Terry; 11 years paddling and 14 years power craft.  A very hard weekend
for him with gastro striking him down on Friday and continuing all weekend.  He soldiered on and
struggled with boat repairs after Day 1 racing but made it to the finish line today in 4th place for
Super Standards.   Couldn't be prouder of my hubster, thank you to his decky,  Josh, as he couldn't
have done it with him.  Judy Reynolds 

Hoping to do 1 better than last year, we came into the race with high expectations. We had a solid
run for the majority of Day 1 despite having a meeting with a rather solid ti tree. Day 2, we were
excited to chase down Matt and Losty. We had a good early run before motor issues pulled us up.
After getting going an unexpected flip followed by more time on the bank set us back. All in all, we
had a good run and a blast doing it. Congratulations to everyone who finished and a big thank you to
our sponsors Potholes Perth, J&T Freight and Apex Kiteboarding. Can't wait to see everyone next
year - 286 - Harry Morse 

Well, it sucked sitting in South
Australia not being able to race the
descent with the water looking so

good.   Jason Brown 
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Day 2 however was not kind on either boat with 296 ending the race early when they flipped the boat
and lost their prop bag and a mobile phone in the trees. 096 went on to break a jack halfway down the
Valley before reaching Bells where they ripped the stringers out of the boat and would have lost
Bilby's outboard to the river if it wasn't for Bob’s determination to hang onto it. There's always next
year! Thanks to PM industries, Advanced Fibreglass Australia, Crow Club Designs, AMR, and our
families for your support - Walkabout Racing

Another Avon Descent and a new boat for me to learn how to drive. Had a good time trial 4th from 15
std boats. Sunday practice saw us have a crash at Northam Weir and another at a rocky rapid in the ti-
trees where I lost my camera. Delayed start meant I could have a chat to some of the known paddlers.
We had a great day 1 finishing 5th. Happily enjoying racing down the river when we ripped some of
the runners off on the right side of the boat before Stronghill Farm. Ran up to the road, lucky enough
to get a tomahawk and got swinging cutting off the runner. Hassle free run to the end finishing
another year 4th in std, and Brandon getting to see what the finish line looks like. Glen Dusenberg.

This year's Avon was a mixed bag of emotions with some highs and lows. We
had two boats entered for this year's big race with Bob & Jimmy in the 096
PM industries boat and Chris & Chelsea in the 296 Demon Boat.  096 had an
average first day with lack of boat speed and Bob taking a swim while
Jimmy saved the boat in front of a big crowd at the Toodyay Food Festival.  
296 however was having a great run on day 1 and being it was Chris’s first
time driving and Chelsea's first year in a dinghy they couldn't be happier.

Finishing an Avon Descent - a dream come true! Jake has been
obsessed with boats his whole life, driving his grandfather’s
dinghy down at South Yunderup before he could even talk.
Massive thanks to Graeme Pilmoor for making it happen,
offering to share his third time down the Avon with Jake and
not only getting him safely down the river, but stopping to
help several teams out along the way. Awesome job! A big
thanks to PDRC for making us feel so welcome and to Todd
Williamson for taking Jake under his wing. You are both
legends! Geraldene Parrotte 



Michael Prosser and Justin Green of M2
Technology clocked a pace of 62.4kph
throughout the course to claim the power
craft title in under two hours. The pair are
now back-to-back winners of the Avon
Descent,

This year we were determined to finish the Avon after having a sad end to our race last year when our
tiller arm decided it no longer wanted to be a part of the boat. We felt we did well on Day One, with a
couple of wrong turns in the Ti-Trees after the change in water level. 222 and 192 really gave us a run
for our money and playing boats with them both all day was great fun! Day Two was a battle from
start to finish and, thinking we were falling behind, we just kept sending it down every rapid, trying to
catch a boat that we'd apparently already passed. Obviously, some of our risks paid off and we were
absolutely shocked to have taken home the win with the time that we did. Congratulations to
everyone who made it to Bayswater - it was no easy feat. We can't wait until next year and look
forward to the rest of the season. Bring on the Blackwood!  141 - Matt & Jack

It was a good race. Had gearbox issues on day one which put us
45 minutes off the pace and although we had a clean run day
two, we could only manage 7th in class. But we were greeted with
the news that only minutes before we reached the finish my new
niece was born! Hopefully adding to a 4th generation of racers to
my family - Chris Whitney                         

              beating last years'
time by 18 minutes.

Jumping on the tiller for the first time this year was an eye opener. What I
thought was going to be an easy job of just “Sending It” turned out to be a
lot trickier to perfect. There is a bit more to think about as a driver and my
brain was in absolute overload heading down the valley. I have no idea how
the sports guys do that so smoothly. We were stoked to finish our first Avon
in second place and can’t wait to try and go one better next year. To all the
people that have helped me set up the 192 team, I can’t thank you enough,
there is no way I would be here without all your help.  - Steve Found - Losty. 



Specialists in all Household Concrete - Servicing all Perth Metropolitan
Areas
Welcome to Wil-Hil Concrete Service

All Household Concrete

Specialising in
Additions and Full House Slabs
Driveways, Patios, Pathways
Exposed Aggregate
Honed Concrete
Limestone Finish
Coloured Concrete
Earthworks

35 Years of Quality Work.

For more information or to arrange a quote contact  0418 921 294 today!





Our Photographers
Every Month I have the honor of writing the newsletter for the club, and everyone thanks me for it,
But I couldn't do it without the wonderful photos that these people and many others allow me to use,
so with thanks I acknowledge your fantastic help below.

Bilby Bishop - Present at almost every club
event - Bilby is my main photographer and I
use her photos all year, the News wouldn't
be the same without her!!!  For just $40 you
can buy all your photos (from the entire
season including the seasons highlight
video) at the Commodore's Ball PM Bilby
Bishop to order your USB.  

Bruce Bussey - I'm an avid amateur photographer who's been snapping the
PDRC boats exiting Bells on the Avon Descent for the last 10 years. It's totally
a fun day out for me, watching and waving as you all zoom past. I only started
posting pics on Facebook as a bit of fun until Kris Parnell asked for a copy of
his boat one year, and things just escalated from there. Now it's a regular gig
and I offer all my pics to anyone who wants them. I feel that I know all of the
boats and crews really well as my specialty is getting right inside your
helmets to capture your expressions, but the funny thing is, I've probably
only ever met a couple of you face to face! Thank you all for the opportunity
to ride with you for a few seconds every year, roll on Avon 2025!



Our Photographers
Gordon Innes - I did the Avon for 3 years with 023 Terry as his Decky from
2013-2015, and before that as a Paddler from 98-07, so now I'm just a PDRC
member who takes the photos as a hobby for Terry/Josh and the Club.  I
work for IBM so don't have any Photography business or anything. So, if
you like my Photos, please send me a PM and I can send them too you. 

Mikey Ratcliffe - I'm just an amateur so no official advert, I just love seeing
you guys racing past.  I have about 2000 photos of the Avon Descent in 23
and 24 and I have uploaded them to www.Bossfotos.com (search for Avon 

Descent). They are available for purchase starting from $3 each - cheaper options for multiple
purchases. 



ADSU Report: 
Our year always starts with training and development for our
volunteers, and the ADSU is always looking to better support their
volunteers to provide the highest level of support and safety for all in
the Avon Descent. The financial and time costs to do this is very high
but through funding from the Department of Local Government, Sport
and Cultural Industries (DLGSC) and the generous support of our
volunteers’ time, we have been able to provide a level of safety,
training and qualification that is second to none in Western Australia.

In the weeks leading up to this year’s Avon Descent, the ADSU ran
a nationally recognized swift water rescue course. The
participants were an interesting group of true professionals from
ambulance paramedics to fire fighters to office managers.  The
course was a success with all passing and receiving the
qualifications. Now fully qualified Swift Water Rescue
Technicians, these volunteers were ready to test their skills over
the weekend, and test them they did with commendable results.

Saturday - Day 1 
This year we had approximately 230 people (about 140 boats) start at
Northam Saturday morning. During the day, and with an almost
unbelievable rise in water level, we had some spectacular spills and
some of the best rescues I have seen in many years. With all the help
of new tracking systems and well-oiled teams the ADSU had everyone 
off the river safe and sound at a very respectable time of 4:30pm. Some help from the high water
and competitors was appreciated. Saturday night, Mike McGill (Magilla) was presented with this
year’s Presidents Award for the massive effort he has put into this year through training and
organising the boat crews. Our boat crews this year were so well organised this year: Magilla likes his
‘ducks in a row’ so had a printed run sheet all laid out for Sunday. The last line read ‘Sweep to arrive
at Bayswater 5:22pm’. As Sweep passed through

Emu’s, “we’re 10 minutes behind schedule! “. Not
only did we get 4 boats to the finish line (it’s a
first), but they arrived at 5:22pm sharp.
Congratulations again Sweep Boats and Magilla
(Avon 5). 

Support                Unit 



Sunday - Day 2 
Sunday found us with tired bodies and a
wet day ahead. Again, the ADSU team
operated as a very professional team all
working together to effectively overcome
all obstacles with swift and efficient
outcomes. Approximately 51 competitors
did not finish during the weekend, finding
their way home often with our assistance.
The balance following the river all the way
to Bayswater, I believe a couple of paddlers
missed Bayswater and went through to
Perth, show-offs!

4 X Sweep Boats arrive at Bayswater 5:22pm
AD2024 : Done and Dusted (almost) 

Monday was pack up and felt longer than the weekend as exhaustion set in. But again, the ADSU
team stood up to the challenge and all equipment is now cleaned and packed away. With little loss or
damage, I must thank you all for this.

Then in the afternoon the phone started ringing, first the major associations (Paddle WA, PDRC, Mini
Jet WA) and then it continued throughout Tuesday from all major services and competitors
acknowledging the skill, professionalism and service provided by the ADSU.

I am so very proud of every one of you and the effort you all gave over the weekend. And would like
to say to all, as it has been said to me so many times all weekend and since.
Thank you, ADSU 2024 your commitment and professionalism are second to none.
ADSU 2024 you rock !! Chris Higgins  -  Proud as Punch ADSU Manager 2024

Support                Unit 
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Todd Crosswell Rob Reeves
Making Highlight

videos since 2005



Commodore'sCommodore's
ReportReport

Hi Everyone, 
The Avon came and went very quick this year
and all the hard work paid off for some and
with a flood of water raising the river
overnight overnight by over a meter meant that we had a great success rate as a
club. Thrills for some going down extracts, KP and Ronnie taking a line out 

out of Belly's play book had them with the run of
the day down the weir. Spills on the other hand
for Redacted and Weir racing had the crowd with
lumps in their throats. 

Big milestones for a lot of racers this year for their years racing down the
Avon River. Congratulations on a great history in our sport to everyone. 

The rain has still been coming down and the Blackwood River is at an
amazing level for the Blackwood Classic 250. Get your rigs ready and let's
get   get a great turn out for this year with it going back to the
original race format ending in Augusta. I am thankful to
have such great members in our club and so many I can
call friends and family. I believe that is the best part of
our club and this is what I hope for the future for us all in
the PDRC.  Chris Johnson 



Wayne Bell
Last week we said goodbye to our mate. Belly was
the quintessential boat racer and mate. On the
water racing, he was always someone to watch
and wonder, "what is he gonna do next", always a
fierce competitor and pushing everyone to their
limits. After racing, the best mate to have a beer
and a catch up around the fire and tell stories. I
had the privilege to watch him drive a boat
through and over obstacles that most couldn't
dream of, and I know it put that mentality to my
racing knowing it was possible or so I thought. We
all still wonder how it was possible, because
nobody can replicate the things he did in a boat. 

Those of us that knew Belly and called him mate, are
better off for it and we will miss him around very much.
The club extends our love and best wishes to Jenna and
Jack and always know the PDRC is your family, and you
are always welcome and call on us for anything you need. 



Shortened Results - for Full Results go to :    https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/results/

2024 Championship Points2024 Championship Points2024 Championship Points2024 Championship Points
2024 Avon Descent

Times

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/results/






Get all the changes updated direct to
your device!  

Get all the changes updated direct to
your device!  

Subscribe to the live PDRC Calendar at  Subscribe to the live PDRC Calendar at  
https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/

Monday 2nd September 
General meeting 

Bar Opens 5.30pm  / Meeting Starts 6pm

Monday 2nd September 
General meeting 

Bar Opens 5.30pm  / Meeting Starts 6pm

Next Up! 

Next Up! 

14th September - Blackwood Classic Practice Day
21st to 23rd September - Blackwood Classic 

20th October - Commodores’ Cup 
Mon 28th - Annual General Meeting
9th November - Commodore's Ball

23rd November - Masters Milk Carton Regatta 

2024 SEASON CALENDAR2024 SEASON CALENDAR

https://www.dinghyracing.com.au/events


Classic 250  - 2024 Sup regs
21st, 22nd & 23rd of September 2024

Race Director: Todd Williamson and Graeme Pilmoor 

The Blackwood Classic 250 is a 3 day time trial
covering approximately 250 kms on the Blackwood

River. Starting in Bridgetown, passing through
Nannup, then on to Sues Bridge before finishing at

the river mouth in Augusta.

It is the world's longest power dinghy race.



The Course
DAY 1 - 92kms

Less than 500 metres from the start, the obstacle course begins with the first of
the rapids. A large proportion of mechanical breakdowns, flips and

withdrawals occur before checkpoint 1 as competitors who underestimate the
river find the error of their ways. Many a campaign has failed before it even

gets a chance to get going.

DAY 2 - 95kms
This section of the race is considerably easier than day 1, but still presents

its own challenges.
The Ti-trees become less frequent as progress is made downstream.

Fallen trees, submerged rocks, broken bridges and minor rapids are the
main obstacles as well as logs both submerged and exposed which lurk in

the most unpredictable locations.
Long pools can make a team complacent so concentration is the key.

DAY 3 - 63kms
Day 3 is an all-out speed trial. Rapids extend intermittently for

25kms between Sues Bridge and Schroeder’s Weir where the Great
North Road crosses the River. Depending on the water level, less

experienced racers may find it necessary to portage the weir. In very high
water, the weir becomes submerged and the only hazards are the posts
marking the causeway. Below the weir the country changes from hilly

bushland to coastal plains.
The river starts to widen as you approach the inlet and competitors will

need to navigate around Malloy Island in choppy water and strong winds
on their way to the finish line in Augusta.



SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS
Day 1 - Bridgetown to Nannup Bridge
 

Day 2 - Nannup Bridge to Sues Bridge

Day 3 - Sues Bridge to Augusta

The Blackwood Classic 250 is a three day time trial covering
approximately 250 kilometres of the Blackwood River.
The 2024 Blackwood Classic 250 is conducted under the
Competition Rules of the Power Dinghy Racing Club and the
Supplementary Regulations contained within this publication.
The Committee may make a ruling on any matter not covered by the
Power Dinghy Racing Competition rules, these Supplementary
Regulations subsequently distributed by the Race Committee.

Classes
10 HP Dinghy Sports Class
10 HP Dinghy Super Standard Class
10 HP Dinghy Standard Class

Entries
An application for entry to the Blackwood Classic 250 shall be made on
the official entry form accompanied by the entry fee. The Race Director
reserves the right to accept or reject any single entry or group entries.
The entry fee is $230 per craft.

Registration
Registrations will be online. Each team must register before 23:59 on
Wednesday 18th of September 2024.  Registration after this time may
occur a late fee. 



COMPETITOR
Competitors enter the Blackwood Classic 250 entirely at their own risk.
There shall be two competitors in each craft, neither of whom shall be
substituted throughout the race.
Each competitor shall be the holder of a current PDRC Competition
license.
At least one competitor in the boat must have a valid Skippers ticket.
The minimum age of a competitor is seventeen (17) years of age on the
calendar year of the event.
A competitor under the age of eighteen (18) years must have the Parent
or Legal Guardian section of the Official Entry Form completed.
By completion of and submission of the Official Entry Form it is
considered that the named competitors have read and agreed to abide by
all the rules of the race, and are aware of the nature of the course, and
are medically fit.

PRE RACE SCRUTINEERING
To maintain the highest standard of safety, design, equipment and fittings
necessary for power dinghy racing the requirement of the specifications
will be strictly enforced.
Craft should be presented at the start line for scrutineering in race
condition.
Only one boat per entry (per Race ID) will be scrutineered. 
Competitors are reminded that the scrutineer is a judge of fact at Pre-
Race scrutineering and his or her decision on the acceptability, or
otherwise, of a rule or specification may be subject to review by the
PDRC Rules Committee.

Safety additions
All Hydraulic jack handles MUST have a rubber stopper affixed to the
end.

IF IT’S NOT RIGHT YOU DON’T START



POST - RACE SCRUTINEERING
1st, 2nd & 3rd placed motors in each class will be checked at the finish
line of day 3.
Once the Scrutineer has passed the motors at scrutineering, all places
will be official.
Any protests must be lodged within 30 minutes after scrutineering.

BRIEFINGS
Day 1 - 8.40am Bridgetown in park near Traffic Bridge
Day 2 - 8.40am Nannup pit area
Day 3 - 8.40am Sues Bridge pit area
All drivers, deckies and one support crew member shall be present at
each day briefing.
Info about the day will be explained for the racers and support crew
including the following: Start/Finish lines for classes, km's and fuel
amounts required, withdrawal procedures.

PRACTICE
Practice will be at Burswood Club rooms on Saturday 14th September
from 1pm to 6pm.  There will be no practice on the Blackwood River
The Club will take disciplinary action against any member found
breaking regulations on the Blackwood river at any time (particularly
speeding)

START PROCEDURES
Day 1 - 9.00am          Day 2 - 9.00am          Day 3 - 9.00am

Start grids will be announced prior to the start each day at Race Briefing.
One craft will start every 30 seconds through the start gate on the bank,
engines off.
Official race starter will count down grids.

The motor shall NOT be started until both competitors are in the craft
and fully in the water, See pit marshal for details of starting engines
before the start.



The start order for Day 1 will be 10 HP Sports immediately followed by I0
HP Super Standard and lastly 10 HP Standard. Grids will be announced
each day at Race Briefing.

The start order for Day 2 will be based on the elapsed times from
Day 1 with the fastest craft starting first regardless of class. 
The start for Day 3 will be based on the combined elapsed times from
Days 1 & 2 with the fastest craft starting first regardless of class.

The start order of Day 3 may be reversed at the discretion of the Race
Director.
Start order stickers will be affixed to the rear of the motor cowling prior to
the race.

REFUELLING / FUEL STOPS
The filling of fuel boat tanks is banned in all areas except the designated
pit areas
Fuel tanks may be exchanged at designated fuel stops:
Day 1 - Maranup Ford Bridge
Day 2 - Jallbarragup Bridge
Day 3 - No exchange permitted

The entire craft must be out of the water by 2 metres before exchanging
fuel tanks.

Competitors MUST ensure that the replacement fuel tanks are properly
secured before returning the craft to the water.

The fuel stops will be clearly marked on the river bank. Please do not
remain in these areas unless you are involved in exchanging tanks on the
craft.

Smoking is not permitted at the designated fuel stops.

THE DECANTING, POURING, SIPHONING OR ANY OTHER
FORM OF DISPENSING OF FUEL IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED

WITHIN 500 METRES OF THE BLACKWOOD RIVER EXCEPT
WITHIN PIT THE  AREAS.



WITHDRAWALS
A craft that withdraws from the race must notify a checkpoint official or
finish line official as soon as possible, and then complete a craft
withdrawal form.
A craft that withdraws from the race but intends re-entering the race in
the Conditional class the next day must also complete a craft withdrawal
form.
A craft intending to withdraw should paddle to the next checkpoint or if
that is not possible head to the bank. One competitor should proceed to
the road and locate their Support Crew / members of the Recovery
team. The other competitor must stay with the craft at all times to get the
attention of the Recovery / Sweep boat. Assistance by the crew of the
Sweep boat (e.g. a tow) constitutes withdrawal.

CUT OFF TIMES
Cut-off times are imposed for safety reasons.
The Race Committee may alter cut-off times.
Checkpoint Officials have the Authority to enforce cut-off times and
withdraw a craft.
The Sweep boat personal have the Authority to enforce cut-off times
and withdraw a craft.

SUPPORT CREWS
Each craft shall have a Support Crew of at least one Adult person and
one vehicle, each vehicle must display their craft race ID number.
Motorbikes are not permitted as Support Crew vehicles.
The Support Crew should carry a first aid kit in their vehicle. Support
Crews are required to follow their craft down the river and should not
progress past all accessible nominated Checkpoints until their craft has
gone through.
They must remain at the checkpoint until their craft has either passed the
checkpoint or have been advised of their craft's official withdrawal.
In the event of your craft withdrawing it is the responsibility of the craft's
Support Crew to locate and collect your craft and crew. The Race
Committee will not accept any responsibility for any competitors passing
a checkpoint with an injured crew member or members that may not
have sufficient health to proceed i.e.  Hypothermia etc.



SURVIVAL KIT
Each craft shall carry a Survival kit as per the Rule Book under
specifications.
Rule 735 - SURVIVAL KIT

STANDARD CLASS NOTICE
Please be aware of the propeller rule under Specifications of the Rule
Book page 5-135: Propellers. The Race Committee will be enforcing this
rule. 
Stainless steel propellers are not permitted to be carried in or on Standard
class craft.  All propellers will be checked pre-race & post-race.
(Possibly during the race by an official)

PRESENTATIONS
Presentations will be held at Burswood Clubrooms on Sunday 20th
October following the Commodores Cup. Trophies and Prizes will be
presented to place getters.


